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Festival Week 2019

A week of group impact: 21 – 28 December

In December 2019, during a Festival Week observed every seven years, a 
significant cosmic alignment takes place. Meditators from around the world will 
be invoking energies of light, love and spiritual power from the higher worlds; 
and evoking response to these energies from the New Group of World Servers.  

In the twentieth century, Alice Bailey pointed to the emergence of the New 
Group of World Servers as one of the most significant developments in the 
history of humanity, and key to the birthing of a New Age. It signalled the move 
into the Age of Aquarius, with its corresponding shift from individual to group 
consciousness and service.

This worldwide group of servers, drawn from every field of human life, is 
pioneering the ideas and practices of an emerging spiritual civilization.  
Through the substance of their lives, a new world of goodwill, unity and right 
relations is being born. The group is evidence of a living bridge between the 
heavens and the earth.

Join others to Evoke the Power of the One Life
Through meditations and concentrated alignments, we can together visualise 
the inpouring energies of the One Life evoking transformative responses from 
the New Group of World Servers – strengthening the hands of all who love and 
serve. Please let us know your plans so they can be featured on our website:  
www.festivalweek.org
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The Rise of the Group Hero

Dear Co-worker,

Humanity’s earliest surviving work of great literature is thought to  
be The Epic of Gilgamesh. Evolving from a series of Sumerian poems 
some four thousand years ago, it is the story of a semi-divine but 
ruthless king who becomes traumatised by the death of his warrior 
friend and sets off on a quest to discover the key to eternal life.  
Slaying monsters, encountering deities and consulting sages along  
the way – Gilgamesh finally experiences a personal redemption that 
sees him come to terms with his own mortality and return to his 
people as a wiser, more beneficent king. 

Fast-forwarding to the present, the highest-grossing film of all time  
is The Avengers: Endgame. It is the 22nd film of a series about a  
group of less than perfect superheroes, each struggling with personal  
issues and tragedies of some kind. This film is about their quest  
to restore the life of half the universe that has been decimated by  
an evil Titan. Slaying alien monsters, encountering deities derived  
from mythological pantheons, and consulting sages along the way –  
the central character, once an unethical arms dealer, completes his 
redemption process in this film by accepting his own death so that 
everyone else may live.

Between these two epic tales, thousands of years of human evolution 
have elapsed and an infinite number of stories exploring every 
detail of the human psyche have been told; but the story of the 
flawed superhero, beset by tragedy and on a quest – consulting 
oracles, fighting evil and finding redemption, resonates in human 
consciousness as much today as it ever did. While The Epic of 
Gilgamesh might be branded the product of an era of ignorance and 
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superstition, and The Avengers: Endgame as no more than escapism, 
the shared symbolism of these two stories masks some deep, 
unrecognised truths in the collective subconscious. Moreover, a third 
epic story is currently being written – one that shares the same type 
of symbolism – the difference being that this world story is factual.

Before considering this story, we should be mindful of the context 
in which it is unfolding; and according to Yuval Noah Harari, the 
historian and author, our current time can best be understood as the 
aftermath of a twentieth century battle between three ideologies: 
fascist, communist and liberal. He writes that, after the collapse of 
fascism in the 1940s and communism in the late 1980s, the liberal 
story remained as “the dominant guide to the human past and the 
indispensable manual for the future of the world – or so it seemed to 
the global elite…;” and according to the panacea of recent decades, 
continuing to liberalise and globalise political and economic systems 
would produce peace and prosperity for all.

Since the global financial crisis of 2008, Harari continues, people 
worldwide have become increasingly disillusioned with the liberal 
ideology: “walls and firewalls are back in vogue. Resistance to 
immigration and to trade agreements is mounting. Ostensibly 
democratic governments undermine the independence of the 
judicial system, restrict the freedom of the press, and portray any 
opposition as treason. Strongmen…experiment with new types 
of illiberal democracies…the liberal elites, who dominated much 
of the world in recent decades, have entered a state of shock and 
disorientation. To have one story is the most reassuring situation 
of all. Everything is perfectly clear. To be suddenly left without 
any story is terrifying. Nothing makes any sense. The mood 
of disorientation and impending doom is exacerbated by the 
accelerating pace of technological disruption.”1
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Listening to the comments of many intelligent observers of world 
affairs, it is understandable why many people of goodwill have 
become despondent and anxious about the future. The hopes that 
a greater, wider vision of freedom based on love and sharing would 
naturally evolve from the liberal political story are fading. Added 
to this despondency is the apparent lack of any true religious or 
mythological story that can adequately guide humanity through 
the dangers of this new world. As religious leaders struggle to tell 
their story convincingly midst the chaos of this fledgling new age, 
the power of the algorithm that drives information technology, 
artificial intelligence and bioengineering is on the rise. It is 
this scenario that has spawned the dystopian vision of a future 
humanity, as those, like Harari, who reject conventional religious 
views outright, are left pondering the possible consequences of 
a futuristic, biotechnological world in which human beings are 
surpassed by their own creations.

As all students of esoteric philosophy know however, the power of 
story has not been lost to humanity at all, and beneath the surface 
of this digital media age, the human psyche still resonates with the 
truths expressed in the stories of the Gods and heroes of the myths 
and legends of ancient literature. Though these ancient stories 
may be largely unknown or ignored by today’s world, the truths 
they embody remain as vital, influential forces, running through 
the collective subconscious. The higher correspondence of these 
forces are the great archetypal beings that operate in the collective 
superconscious of humanity and it is the energy of these lives that  
is increasingly expressing itself through a group of spiritually  
active people. 

This is the basis of the new world story that is unfolding – the rise 
to the fore of a group hero, called The New Group of World Servers 
in Alice Bailey’s writings. This group is comprised of the growing 
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number of people who, though not yet liberated from the conflict of 
the human condition, are awake to the divine side of their nature. 
Each seeks to serve in some problematic area of human endeavour. 
Energised by the One Life, their quest for world redemption is 
characterised by enlightened reason and by love of humanity. 
While few of them may be conscious of their inner affiliations, they 
resonate powerfully with many others. Their cause unites them and, 
in the midst of world despair, they are rising together, expressing 
the lighted ideals and principles of a more constructive and inclusive 
world society to come. 

Like the archetypal hero, the New Group of World Servers is an 
intermediary between the kingdom of souls and humanity – and 
pitted against them stand all the unredeemed forces that make up 
the great struggle for existence. Faced with such mighty opposition, 
all heroes must rise to the occasion, overcoming their own issues 
by evoking the power of the divine within themselves. For this 
reason, the process of Invocation and Evocation lies at the heart 
of epic stories; good triumphs over evil through the drawing down 
and application of higher qualities and moral powers. This process 
is alive subjectively in all those who form part of the New Group of 
World Servers. 

All of the elements of the superhero story can be found in the story 
of the New Group of World servers. We are currently witnessing 
the rise of a group hero in our midst, forging a bridge between a 
despairing humanity and the glorious reality of a Superhuman 
kingdom of Nature that is preparing to externalise itself in human 
affairs. Each one of us can be a part of this group and take an 
active role in the great, unfolding story. Participation requires the 
evocation of the divine Self within, allowing that power to freely 
circulate and activate the life expression. This energy circulation 
elevates the individual psychologically, to become a symbolic part  
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of the group organism which stands atop the mountain, receiving 
the light of Divinity. And as an ancient aphorism expresses it, this 
group then revolves upon the pedestal of light and turns the other 
way to transmit the outward streaming light to the face of those upon 
the darkened way.2

These rousing words can direct us to ponder on how the New 
Group of World Servers expresses similar qualities and principles 
to certain heroes in classic mythology. One that springs to mind 
is Prometheus, the Titan who stole fire from the gods on Mount 
Olympus to impart to humanity the gift of civilisation. This symbolic 
act might be equated with the fusion of the higher and lower 
mind into a bridge of incandescent light between the human and 
superhuman kingdoms of nature. This is the goal for this stage 
of human evolution and the immediate task of the New Group of 
World Servers who are leading the way. It is inspiring to picture 
the group standing on the mountaintop in Capricorn, evoking the 
blazing light of Hierarchy to give to humanity as the fire of the new 
world civilisation.

The Alice Bailey writings state that every seven years the energies 
of Capricorn are augmented by the forces from a much greater 
constellation which is, to our zodiac, what the zodiac is to the earth. 
This gives tremendous impetus to the work of the New Group  
of World Servers. It is due to occur again this year, celebrated  
the week of 21st to 28th December and we invite you to join in  
some of the many planned activities and let us know if you have  
any plans of your own so that these can be shared on the website:  
www.festivalweek.org

In lighted group companionship, 
Lucis Trust
1.  21 Lessons for the 21st Century, pp. 12-13, (Kindle Edition) Yuval Noah Harari
2.  Discipleship in the New Age Vol II, p. 15.  A.A. Bailey
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Meditation: Strengthening the Hands of the 
New Group of World Servers

I. GROUP FUSION 
I am one with my group brothers, and all that I have is theirs.  
May the love which is in my soul pour forth to them. May the 
strength which is in me lift and aid them. May the thoughts which 
my soul creates reach and encourage them.

II. ALIGNMENT  We recognise our place, as a group, within the 
heart centre of the new group of world servers. Mentally extend a 
line of lighted energy towards the spiritual Hierarchy, the planetary 
heart centre; to the Christ, the “heart of love” within the Hierarchy; 
towards Shamballa, “where the Will of God is known”.

III. HIGHER INTERLUDE  Hold the mind focussed for a few 
moments on the planetary role of the new group of world servers 
mediating between Hierarchy and humanity, responding to 
hierarchical impression and meditating the Plan into existence.

IV. MEDITATION  Reflect on the seed thought:
Through the impression and expression of certain great ideas,  
humanity must be brought to the understanding of the 
fundamental ideals which will govern the new Age.  
This is the major task of the New Group of World Servers.

V. PRECIPITATION  Visualise the precipitation of the  
will-to-good, essential love, throughout the planet, from Shamballa, 
through the planetary heart, the Hierarchy, through the Christ, 
the new group of world servers, through all men and women of 
goodwill everywhere in the world, and finally through the hearts 
and minds of the whole human family.
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VI. LOWER INTERLUDE  Consider the many ways in which 
the “Power of the one Life” and the “Love of the one Soul” are 
working out in the world through members of the new group of 
world servers, so building the “thoughtform of solution”  
to world problems.

VII. DISTRIBUTION  As the Great Invocation is sounded, 
visualise the irradiation of human consciousness with light and 
love and power:

(adapted)
From the point of Light within the Mind of God  
Let light stream forth into human minds. 
Let Light descend on Earth.

From the point of Love within the Heart of God  
Let love stream forth into human hearts. 
May the Coming One return to Earth.

From the centre where the Will of God is known 
Let purpose guide all little human wills – 
The purpose which the Masters know and serve.

From the centre which we call the human race 
Let the Plan of Love and Light work out 
And may it seal the door where evil dwells.

Let Light and Love and Power restore the Plan on Earth.

OM    OM    OM
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Lucis Trust festival week events 
Saturday, 21 December 2019  
Three seminars on the theme: EVOKING THE POWER OF THE ONE LIFE
London  
1.00pm – 5.30pm, The Amba Hotel, The Strand, London WC2N 5HX 

Geneva 
10.00am – 5.00pm, Cycle d’orientation de Cayla, Chemin William-Lescaze 8, 1203 Genève 

New York  
10.30am – 5.30pm, 3 West Club, 3 West 51st St (b/t 5th & 6th Av.), New York, NY 10019

Tuesday, 24 December, 2.00pm  
Christmas Eve meeting
Library, Lucis Trust, Suite 54, 3 Whitehall Court, London SW1A 2EF.   
Gathering for meditation and discussion.

Webinars
Monday, 23 December, 3.00pm, EST (US), 8.00pm GMT 
Triangles webinar
A special edition of the weekly Triangles webinar focused on the Festival Week  
and the New Group of World Servers. Includes meditation, talk and discussion.  
Register to join at: www.lucistrust.org/triangles/webinar

Wednesday, 25 December, 12.00 noon EST (USA) 5.00pm GMT  
World Goodwill webinar
A goodwill meditation and discussion webinar is being held on the last Wednesday  
of each month culminating during the Festival Week. Register to join at:  
www.lucistrust.org/world_goodwill/goodwill_meditation_group1

Thursday, 26 December, 5.00pm EST (USA)
New Moon meeting webinar/broadcast, New York
The meeting will be held at Lifebridge Sanctuary, Rosendale, New York.

Saturday, 28 December, 2.00pm – 5.00pm CET (Switzerland)
Geneva webinar
Meditation and discussion on the 10 Seed Groups in French and English.  
See link at www.lucistrust.org closer to the time to register to join.



Festival Week 2019   9

Please fill in your details below:

Gift Aid Declaration

I am a UK tax payer and wish Lucis Trust to 
treat as Gift Aid, this and all future donations

Donate online: www.lucistrust.org/donate

Lucis Trust mailings are also available by 
email. Please send all mailings by email

Please mail to: Lucis Trust, Suite 54,  
3 Whitehall Court, London SW1A 2EF, UK

Order form 2019

Name

Address

Email

Tel

To support the Lucis Trust work by cheque 
or debit/credit card (please enter amount) 

Visa/Mastercard number

£

Expiry date CSC code

Please send me copies of:

	 Seminar Programme for 
	 Distribution

	 2020 Full Moon Chart

	 2020 Meetings Schedule

	 Meditation Outline:  
	 Strengthening the Hands  
	 of the New Group of  
	 World Servers

	 The Mantram of the  
	 New Group of World Servers

	 The New Group of World  
	 Servers (New booklet)

	 Booklet on 10 Seed Groups

	 The Science of Meditation

	 The Great Invocation:  
	 Its Use and Significance

	 Triangles Introductory Pack

	 World Goodwill Newsletter: 
	 Weaving the Network of  
	 Aquarian Service

	 Financial Summary 2018

Seminar 
Saturday 21st December 2019 
Evoking the Power of the One Life

Please indicate number of people 
attending the Seminar in box
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